NEWSLETTER — December 2024

5 = St. John’s N.S. Kenmare
Bunscoil Eoin Naofa An Neidin

AT Tel: 064-6642598 / 064-6642300
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Upcoming School Closings:

Closing: Friday, December 20" for Christmas Holidays at 11.45 a.m. for Infant
pupils and 12 noon for pupils from 1% to 6 Class.

Re-opening: Monday, January 6™ 2024 at 9.20 a.m.

Closed: Monday, February 3" — Bank Holiday

Closed: Thursday, February 20" and Friday, February 21% - Mid-term break.

Dates for your diary:

Yi Confirmation: Tuesday, March 4" at 3.30 p.m.

First Holy Communion: Saturday, May 10" at 10:30 a.m.

School Fundraiser:

We extend our most sincere gratitude to everyone who supported our School Lotto
Fundraiser. As you know, this was our first time running a continuous fundraiser
throughout the school year, and thanks to your support, it has had a positive impact
on our school. This year, we focused on using the funds raised to invest in ICT and
curricular resources. With your contributions, we were delighted to purchase two
'‘Lego Spike' kits and two 'Beebot' kits for our students. These resources will be
instrumental in promoting learning in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM). We are confident that the children will greatly enjoy learning
with these new STEM resources. For the upcoming school year, we plan to use funds
raised through the School Lotto Fundraiser to enrich our pupils' learning experiences
in Physical Education (Dance),



Science, and the Infant Curriculum. Additionally, we aim to raise funds for upgrading
the Infant yard space. We hope that the weekly option of 1 line for €2.50 will allow
everybody to contribute. It would be hugely appreciated if you can contribute €5 for
3 lines, and you never know, you might just win! You can follow the link
https://www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/stjohnskenmare

Christmas Performances:

Christmas Carol Services will be presented in Holy Cross
Church, Kenmare for pupils from 3" to 6" Class on Friday,
December 13" at 12 noon. On Tuesday, December 17" Junior
and Senior Infants will host their Christmas performance in
the school hall. The Junior Infants performance begins at

- 11.30 am and the Senior Infants performance begins at 12.15
pm. On Wednesday, December 18th the children from 1st and 2nd class will host a
Christmas Performance in the school hall. 1% Class performance begins at 10.00 am
and 2" Class performance begins at 11.30 am. All welcome.

Carol Singing:

The school choir will perform Christmas Carols in SuperValu at 12
nooon on Thursday, December 19". We will be fundraising at this &
event. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Radio Kerry Christmas Jumper Day:

On Friday, December 6™ Brendan Fuller from Radio Kerry visited
our school on Christmas Jumper Day, in aid of St. VVincent de Paul.
Brendan was asking the children all about Christmas and the
recording will be aired in the lead up to Christmas. There was great
excitement around the school.

Trip to the Dail

Mr. Devane, Ms. Buckley and Ms. O’Connor’s 6" classes had a terrific school trip
to Dublin and specifically Leinster House in October. Senator and Cathaoirleach of
the Seanad, Mark Daly, looked after all the students and everyone enjoyed the tour
of Leinster House, the D4il and the Seanad, along with a visit to Mark’s office. The
children loved the train journey, the Luas trip and shopping in Jervis Centre. The
children represented their school and their families very well. Many thanks to all
staff members who travelled.


https://www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/stjohnskenmare

Buddies System:

The Buddies System is working really well in St. John’s N.S.
We have reading, Maths, play and iPad buddies in action.
The children are really enjoying reading, playing and
listening to all the stories and games.

Parents Association:

The Parents Association recently distributed pupil designed Christmas
Cards, which they organised throughout the school. Well done to the
committee for all their hard work. The Parents Association also
organised for Santa to visit all our classrooms on Thursday, December
121,

Science Week:

The classes had a great time showing off their investigation skills as
part of Science Week 2024. Science Week activities included
undertaking a wide range of experiments, Science TV and working
as scientists by researching and carrying out their own experiments.

Student Council:

Congratulations to Quillan, Sean, Doireann, Aisling, Justine, Ailbhe, Francis and
Abby who were elected to St. John’s Student Council. Mr. Morley, the student
council facilitator, is looking forward to hearing their ideas. The students were voted
in by their fellow classmates. There was great excitement across 4™, 5" and 6™ class,
when the campaigns and elections took place.

Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal:

Thanks to everyone who supported our Christmas Shoebox Appeal. Our 0

school community collected 150 boxes for Christmas 2024. Thank you TEAM \ ,HOPE
to our students, staff and parents for your huge generosity. A special

thank you to Ms. S O’Sullivan’s 5" Class for coordinating the collection.



Christmas Wishes

As we approach the Christmas season, | would like to take a moment to express my
heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful teachers & staff, pupils, and parents. Your
dedication, support, and hard work throughout the year have made St. John’s N.S. a
vibrant and caring school community. It is through your collective efforts that we
continue to grow, learn, and celebrate the many blessings in our lives.

Christmas is a time to reflect on all that we hold dear, and | feel deeply grateful for
the warmth, kindness, and sense of belonging that surrounds us. The joy and spirit of
the season remind us of the goodness in our lives, and | look forward to the new
opportunities and achievements that the year ahead will bring.

Wishing you all a joyful, peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year, filled with
happiness and good health.

Barry O’Leary,
Principal




