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St. John’s N.S. Kenmare

Bunscoil Eoin Naofa An Neidín

Tel: 064-6642598 / 064-6642300

                                        e-mail:  info@stjohnskenmare.ie 
                                      web:  www.stjohnskenmare.ie
Admissions and Enrolment Policy for ASD Class – St. John’s NS
Enrolment Criteria 
 All parents wishing to enroll their children in the class for children with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in St. John’s N.S. will require an up to date psychological assessment report from a registered Psychologist.

Please note that an “up-to-date psychological assessment” is defined as:

A psychiatric or psychological assessment report that clearly specifies whether the child has a confirmed diagnosis of an Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

A reference to the child’s current cognitive functioning as well as current behaviour analysis as ascertained by valid and reliable psychometric tests and clinical impressions.

It is preferable that a report, completed within approximately 12 months prior to a decision being made with regards to the child’s application, should be furnished.
The age profile of children in the A.S.D. class must correspond with the age profile of all the other children in St. John’s N.S.

Aim and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of this particular part of our Admissions Policy is to provide parent(s) / guardian(s) with suitable and clear procedures for enrolling their child in our ASD Class. 

Application Process 
1.   Parent(s) / Guardian(s) will apply in writing to the school.

2.   A copy of the Admissions Policy, and a Registration/ Enrolment Form will be sent to the Parent(s) / Guardian(s) for consideration.

3.   Should Parent(s) / Guardian(s) feel that the particular class might suit their child’s needs they will need to forward the registration form along with a recent psychological assessment – see definition of same above.
4. Once the enrolment forms are received by the school, a meeting is then arranged with the parent(s) / guardian(s) of the child.
5. After consultation with the parent(s) / guardian(s) of the child, the school will process the enrolment. The school may seek further advice on the application if required. 

6. The application is forwarded by the school to the NCSE through the SENO (Notification of Enrolment into Special Class Form) for final decision. 

7. The parent(s) / guardian(s) of the child will be notified of the outcome. 
The Class for Children with ASD

1.   According to the Department of Education and Science (D.E.S.) CIRCULAR 9/99 the current pupil teacher ratio applicable is 6:1.  This is comprised of 1 Teacher and 2 Special Needs Assistants per 6 children.
2.   The outreach services of a SENO and NCSE Advisor can be made available to the class. 
4. School staff working in this setting will be provided with CPD opportunities on educating/working with children who have an Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

Curriculum 
· I.E.P. (Individual Education Plans) are written at the start of the school year in consultation with parents and the A.S.D. Team. Targets are monitored on a regular basis, with review meetings taking place in January and June.
· The 1999 Primary School Curriculum is delivered in a differentiated way, and paced appropriately in line with the needs of each child in the ASD class. 

· A wide variety of pedagogical approaches are employed. 

· Recommendations on reports from external agencies are followed. 

· Integration opportunities for children in the ASD class are provided as appropriate for each individual child. 

Transition to Post-Primary Education 
It is school policy to facilitate the transition of pupils from the ASD class to post-primary education after they have completed 8 years of primary education.

Pupils placement in our ASD class is reviewed regularly through consultation between home, school and other agencies. 
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